
 
MINUTES 

TOWN OF VERMONT PLAN COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING  
FEBRUARY 19, 2007 – 7:30 P.M. – 4017 COUNTY HWY JJ 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND POSTING CERTIFICATION 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mark Sherven at 7:35 p.m. Johanna Solms certified 
the meeting notice had been posted at the Black Earth State Bank, Amcore Bank in Mt. 
Horeb, on the front door of the Town Hall and on the town website, 
www.townofvermont.com. 
 
Members present: Mark Sherven, Donald McKay, Jim Elleson, Johanna Solms, and 
Bruce Ellarson. Barbara Grenlie arrived at 7:48 pm. Absent: Eric Haugen. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Mark Sherven stated the purpose of the meeting to be to continue work on development 
of the proposed comprehensive plan.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Moved by Mark Sherven seconded by Barbara Grenlie and carried to approve the 
corrected minutes of the January 29, 2006, meeting. Moved by Barbara Grenlie 
seconded by Donald McKay and carried to approve the corrected minutes of the January 
22, 2006, special meeting. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Josh Harder, Dane County Land Resources and Water engineer, was present to discuss 
the process of preliminary review for shoreland erosion control plans and permits. A 
shoreland erosion control plan requires specific dates and the window of time before the 
permit expires is shortest—two to three weeks--where there are steep slopes. It is 
extremely difficult to correctly determine those dates far in advance. The ordinance 
language is very strict about work taking place outside the permit dates. 
 
A preliminary review, which is done behind the desk, informs and educates the 
homeowner and gets the project on the county’s radar screen. It won’t fall through the 
cracks because no Dane County building permit will be issued until the erosion control 
permit is done. The preliminary review does not involve a site visit or any application. 
The Land Resources office will help people develop their plan. The shoreland erosion 
control permit is issued only after receipt of a full plan/permit application stamped by a 
licensed engineer, which can cost up to $2K. 
 
There was discussion of whether to simply require a preliminary review letter for all 
erosion control situations--but no plan or a permit--before approving rezones, homesites 
and driveway construction permits, or whether this exception should be granted only for 
shoreland erosion control situations. No consensus was reached. 
 
Maps for the comprehensive plan will be obtained from Dane County; there was further 
discussion of which maps belong in the final document. A good topographical map 
showing existing structures should be obtained by the next special meeting, and an 
extraterritorial map showing all adjacent municipalities will be researched. 

 

http://www.townofvermont.com/


NEXT MEETING 
 
The February 26 meeting is cancelled due to having no agenda items. The next special 
meeting will be on March 5, 2007 at 7:30 pm. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Jim Elleson seconded by Barbara Grenlie and carried to adjourn the meeting 
at 10:30 p.m. 
 

Johanna Solms, Plan Commission Secretary  


